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UNCOMFORTABLE SITUATION or THE BLIND, 


— 


A SERMON, 


Marx x. 46. ; 

And they came to Jericho; and as he went out 

ef Jeriabo, with his diſciples, and a great 

number of people, blind Bartimeus, the fon of 
Timeus, ſat by the high-way fide, begging. 


I N what uncomfortable circumſtances are 
ſome of the children of men placed! One is de- 
prived of his eyes, another of his ears, a third of 
his legs, and a fourth of his judgement. The 
number of maimed and deformed objects, which 
daily prefent themſelves to our fight, cannot 
A bug 
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but affect every humane and feeling heart. Of 


all theſe there are none more pitiable and help- 


leſs than the blind. Deprived of the benefit of 
fight, they live in conſtant darkneſs, and de- 
pend upon others for daily bread.” This was 

the unhappy fituation of poor Bartimeus, as we - 
learn from the paſſage before us. Having loſt 


his ſight, and being unable to earn his bread by 


honeſt induſtry, he was obliged to have recourſe 
to the road or to the ſtreets for bare ſubſiſtence: 


It would appear that he had no friend to take 


him under his hoſpitable roof, and to give him 
ſupport ; and he was forced to ſubmit to the 
worſt of all occupations,—that of begging. At 
preſent he had taken his ſeat near the city of 
Jericho; where he accoſted the numbers that 


paſſed along; and, among the reſt, the compaC.- 


fionate Jeſus of Nazareth. It is ſomewhat re- 
anarkable that Bartimeus did not aſk an alms 
from our Lord. ' He had probably heard much 
of the power and grace of our bleſſed Saviour; 


and he expected ſomething more from him. 


Accordingly, he applied to him for mercy, and 


that he might receive his fight. He petitioned 


not in vain. He inſtantly obtained his requeſt. 
> if Hen 


! I ſhall take occaſion, from the words I have 
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08-9 
I. To repteſent the uncomfortable ſituation 
of the blind. d And, | 


II. To ſuggeſt ſome means by which to alle- 
viate their miſery. | 


I. I begin with repreſenting the uncomforta- 


ble ſituation of the blind. And, x, They are 
deprived of the benefit of light, which is ſo 
chearful and animating. Light is one of the 


other with comfort. Without it, fight would 
have been vain and uſeleſs. What an immenſe 
variety of beauty and pleaſure does the viſible 
creation open to our view? Can we caſt our 


eyes abroad upon the face of the earth, and not 


be filled with admyration and praiſe? Who can 


contemplate the ſun in his glory, and not feel a 


glow of gratitude to his great Creator, who hath 
ſet him in the heavens, and beftowed upon him 
ſuch powerful kindly influence ? What a-waſte 
and barren wilderneſs would this earth become, 
were it not for his rays? Would not the whole 
vegetable creation ſtand ſtill, and be totally an- 


nihilated? Would not the labours of the huſ- 
bandman be fruſtrated and rendered abortive ? 


When the ſun hideth his face for a ſeaſon, what 


| 


greateſt bleſſings which Providence hath beſtow- 
ed upon man; and it enables him to taſte every 
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a damp is caſt upon the ſpirits! When he de- 
ſcends under the horizon, the whole creation as it 
were puts on mourning. No ſooner do his rays 


return than all nature revives, and a general joy 


is diffuſed around: The birds ſiug and ſhout for 
gladneſs ; man goeth forth to his labour, and per- 
forms it with chearfulneſs; every thing ſmiles and 
wears the face of joy. And are not thole much 
to be pitied, who are denied all this pleaſure, 


and upon whom the light never ſhines; who 


are deprived of the delight of contemplating 
the works of the Creator, ſo grand and magni- 
ficent, ſo fair and beautiful; and who are 
doomed to live in perpetual night? Can we who 
enjoy the bleſſing of ſight, conceive a greater 
misfortune ? There is ſomething in darkneſs, 
too, ſo gloomy, ſo diſcouraging, ſo. melancholy, 
that it is apt to damp the gayeſt ſpirits, and to 


tame the moſt ſtubborn mind. Hence, in ſome 


countries, it is a puniſhment inflicted for leſſer 
crimes, to confine the offenders for ſome days in 
darkneſs and ſolitude, and to feed them upon 
bread and water; after which they are known to 


come from their dark abode, as mild and * 


as a lamb. 


Darkneſs, you 1 Was one of the 8 
plagues with which Providence viſited the an- 


cient Egyptians ; * — 


obſtinate 
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| obſilnare Pharaoh, {ſo Oy that he conſerited 


to ſuffer the children of Iſrael to depart. to ſerve 
their God. He only inſiſted that the herds 


and flocks ſhould ſtay behind, as a pledge of 

their return. N 
The miſerable in PETE world are >: n- 

ſented as reſerved in chains under darkneſs, as 


if there was ſomething. peculiarly wretched in 


that diſmal ſituation. And muſt we not feel for 
thoſe of our fellow creatures whom Providence 
hath deprived of fight? Do we not commailerate 
their lot, and lend them aur ſympathy and our 
prayers? Would we not be happy to mitigate 


their affliction, and to contribute to their re- 


lief? Reflect, I beſeech you, upon the adyanta- 
ges you enjoy, and the ſources of pleafure which 


LL are opened to you, of which they are deprived! 


Think on the ſuperior circutaſtances in which 
you are placed, and let your gratitude aſcend 
to the Almighty ! Why are you not groping 


in the dark like the blind? Why are you not 


as dependent upon others to lead you as they ? 


Why are not you-the prey of the rogueiſh and 


malevolent ? Is it not God who hath made you 


to differ? and therefore to ban all the praiſe 
W of 


A fecond uncomfortable circumſiance i in the 


ia of the blind is, that they are deprived 
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of the advantages of reading, either for inſtruc- 
tion or entertainment. There has nothing | 
contributed more to the improvement and com- 
fort of mankind than books, It is letters which 
have poliſhed the mind, and brought it from a 
ſtate of rudeneſs and barbariſm to one of civili- 
zation and politeneſs. The deep reſearches 


and extenſive ' knowledge of men of genius 


and learning, by being committed to writing, 
have tended greatly to enlighten the under- 


ſtanding, and to enlarge the mind. Though 


much error and falſehood, nonſenſe and folly, 
have been palmed upon the world, there have 
alſo been publiſhed much truth and wiſdom, 


which conduce to inform the judgemient, and 


to mend the heart. As iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo 
do the experience and labours of one perſon 
contribute to the profit and edification of ano- 
ther. The general knowledge which hath 


been diffuſed by the art of Printing, reflects 


honour upon the human underſtanding, and 


hath added greatly to the comfort and happi- 
neſs of individuals. That perſon can never be 
ſolitary, who has an inſtructive book for his 


companion, and e/pecially his bible, which is a- 
ble to make him wiſe unto ſalvation. Hence 


we read that one of the greateſt philoſophers 
* the Mp or in any other country, 


laid 
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laid aſide, for ſome years before his death, all 

thoſe deep and abſtract ſpedulations in which 
he had ſo long plodded, and betook himſelf 
wholly to che ſtudy of the living oracles of the 
ring God. A he beautifully expreſſes it, 
They have God for: their author, ſalyation 
« for their end, and truth without any mixture 
of error for their matteri ln this ſacred vo- 
lume there are contained ſueh ſublime doc- 
trines, ſuch wiſe maxims, ſuch inſtructive para- 
bles, ſuch -falutaryiprecepts, ſuch precious pro- 
miſes, as muſt greatly recommend it to the e- 
ſteem and peruſal of Chriſtians. In the lan- 
guage of the apoſtle, All-ſcripture is given by 
<« inſpiration; of God; and is profitable for 
4 doctrine, for ' reproof, for correction and in- 
« ſtruction; in righteouſneſs, that the man of | 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſned 

«unto. all good Works.“ This blefſed book 
ſpeaks to us in the name of God, and com- 
mands our ſtricteſt attention and our moſt du- 
tiful ſubmiſſion. The knowledge which it con- 
veys, the conſolations which it imparts, the 
hopes which it inſpires, are the moſt animating 
which can be conceived. They are particular- 
ly ſuited to baniſh ſadneſs and * 
and to excite — and Joy. 
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Him if he falls into a miſtake. 


69 

Loet 9 64 thole who are Snvefunt in the 
ſacred ſcriptures, if you” would not account 
being deprived of them one of the | greateſt 
loffes' which you could poſſibly! faſtain ? Are 
they not your companion in retirement, your: 
comforter in adverſity, and four guide to hea- 
ven? Would you not part with any thing in 
yd ur poſſeſſion almoſt; rather than with your 
bible, which is ſuch a treaſure of knowledge and 


wiſdem, of grace and truth? And do we not 


feel for thoſe who are rendered incapable of 
reading it, and before whom it lies open in vain? 
Is it not a great misfortune to be ſhut out from 
thoſe oracles of truth, and to be incapacitated 
from ſearching them? Are they not deprived 
of mueh inſtruction and comfort? What, though 
the blitid may get others to read to them, they 
muſt wait their leifure, their inelination, their 
will. Their time may not always ſuit each o- 


ther, and the moſt precious moments may be 
loſt. They muſt depend upon the reader, too, 


for his candour and fidelity; and cannot correct 
Like the church 


of Rome in the dark ages, he may palm falſe- 
hood and error for truth and ſcripture ; and the 
blind are not able to difcover the fallacy. To 
have the aſſiſtance of others is no doubt a fingu- 
lar advantage ; but to ſee with one's own eyes, 


and 


0 


* 


and to ſearch for ourſelf, is unſpeakably more 


deſitable. Let us who enjoy this ineſtimable 


bleſſing be careful to improve it. Are we not 
unworthy of ſight, if we do not thirſt after di- 
vine knowledge? Was it not one great end for 


which it was beſtowed, that we may become 
wiſe unto ſalvation? Search the ſeriptures,“ 


ſaith our bleſſed Lord, for in them ye think 
«ye have eternal life, and they are they which 


« teſtify of me.” © Let the word of Chriſt dwell 
in you richly in all wiſdom,” - ſaid. Paul to the 


Coloſſians. And, in writing to the Philippians, 
he thus expreſſeth his own ſentiments : «TY ea, 


« doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs for 


the excellency of the eee of Chriſt 
« Tefus my Lord.“ 


A third uncomfortable cirgumſtance in_the. 


ſituation of the blind, is, that they are incapa- 
ble of following the common occupations of 
life, by which to earn their bread. Man was 
made for active life, and to be uſeful to himſelf 
and to ſociety. Hence providence hath point- 


ed out a variety of employments ſuited to the 
genius and talents of individuals, by which they 


may procure a comfortable ſubſiſtence. With- 
out diligenee and induſtry, this earth would be 
a deſart, and famine and want would univerſally, 
prevail. Sight is the great ſpring of human 
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in motion, and enables them to proſecate 


their different occupations with ſucceſs. The 


mind dictates to the eye; the eye directs the 
hands; and the, hands carry the deſign into 
execution. Without ſight, trade, manufac- 
tures, and commerce could not be carried on ; 
and defolation and miſery would enſue. Were 


Providence to ſtrike men with' blindneſs, as 


Elymas the ſorcerer once was for his impiety, 


what an awful ſpectacle would the world 


exhibit? what deſolation would be ſpread 


through the earth? One man could not help 
another. All muſt fit down in grief and ſor- 


row, and bewail their untiappy lot. And ſhall 


we not ſympathiſe with thoſe who by the hand 


of God are involved in ſuch an affliction! ? Are 


they not deprived of the common means by 
which life is ſupported and rendered comforta- 


ble? Muſt not their time hang heavy upon 
their hands, and prove a wearineſs and a bur- 
den? Inſtead of exertion and labour, they are 


under the ſad neceffity of fitting with their 
hands acrofs, and brooding over their own miſ- 


fortunes. | Poverty and want ftare them in the 
face; and they muſt have recourſe to begging, 


or ſtarve. Unhappy lot! Who would not ſhed 
over them the 'tear of compaſſion and' pity ! 
er | Ba Le 


lie, if 1 may ſo call it, which! ets mankind = 
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Let thoſe who enjoy the bleſſing of ſight prize 


their ſuperior. circumſtances, and be ſober and 
induſtrious : What a ſhame and reproach is 


it, if you are idle or profligate! Is it not an 
abuſe of one of the richeſt bleffings? What 


would numbers of the poor blind give to be in 


your ſituation? How would they riſe early and 
work hard, to provide for themſelves and their 
families! Muſt they not arife againſt you at a 
day of judgement, and ſeverely condemn you ? 
«Therefore be not ſlothful in buſineſs, but fer- 
vent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.“ He that 
1 provideth not for himſelf, and for thoſe of his 
«. own! houſe, hath denied the faith, and is 
* worſe than an infidel.” * Whatever thy hands 


find to do, do it with all thy might; for there 


«1s no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
* wiſdom, in the grave, whither thou goeſ,” Di- 


ligence and induftry are the handmaids of reli. - 
| gion and virtue, and contribute to aſſiſt and pro- 


mote each other. Think often, I beſeech you, up- 
on the fituation of the poor blind, who are fitting 
ſolitary ini the houſe, or are begging by the way ! 
How are they apt to envy your lot, and to ad- 
dreſs you in fome ſuch words as theſe, Hap- 
py you who enjoy ſight, and are enabled to 
purſue an honeſt and reputable occupation! 
What, though your labours are attended with 

ſome 


Ty, 1 


ſome toil and fatigue, Who would not cheer- 


fully ſubmit to it! Is it not a heartfelt ſatisfac- 
tion to be creditably and uſefully employed? 


Me, alas! are a kind of cyphers in the creation, 


a burden to ourſelves and to thoſe: around us. 


Bleſſed God, are they not apt to add, when 


ſhall we drop this body, that we may get rid of 
all ats imperfections, and may ſerve thee with 
the ſame; chearfulneſs and activity as the an- 
gels do in heaven.” K 0 le: 

A fourth uncomfortable e ede in the 
ſituation of the blind, is, that they are in a great 


meaſure dependent upon others. A ſtate of 


independence is certainly the moſt pleaſing 
and deſirable. To be able ta go and come, to do 
this or that, without the interpoſttion of ano- 
ther, is a moſt precious liberty. Such an ad- 
vantage is ſight to thoſe who know how to uſe 
and improve it. They can chooſe that occu- 


pation in life which is moſt agreeable to their 


inclination and genius, and can proſecute it 


with diligence and induſtry, If their health is 


continued (which may God long - preſerye), 
they are leſs indebted to thoſe around, than 
many of the ſuperior ranks of, life, who muſt 
have a number of ſeryants and attendents to 
perform to them every menial office, 1 know 


not 


LS. 

not a more independent perſon than a ſober in- 
duſtrious tradeſman, who earns his bread with 
the ſweat of his brows and the labour of his 
hands. The poor blind are in a very different 
lituation, and are entirely at the mercy of thoſe 
around them. They can hardly ſtir a foot with 
out ſome hand to lead them. A ſtumbling-block 
caſt in their way may occaſion their fall, and en- 
danger their life. A roguiſh, diſnoneſt, miſchiev- 
ous boy, may run away with their homely cover- 
ing, and they are not able to purſue him: Were 
they to attempt it, they might ſhorten their 
days, by running againſt a poſt or a wall, or by 
falling over a precipice. They muſt ſtand like 
a ſtatue, till ſome. benevolent hand conduct 
them. Their hands and their feet are in a great 
meaſure bound up, becauſe they have not eyes 
to direct them. Though meat is ſet before the 
blind, they can hardly help themſelves without 
being directed where to find it Perhaps in grop- 
ing for their ſcanty meal they may overturn it. 
and cannot gather it up again. In ſhort, they 
are the moſt helpleſs, the moſt dependent, the 
moſt deſtitute of the human race. If they have 
no relation or friend to receive them into their 
houſe, and give them food and raiment, they 
muſt reſort to ſome frequented corner, where 
they are moſt likely to obtain an alms. There 

n they 
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have our bowels of compaſſion moved, and all 
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they are. expoſed: to be drenched with rain, or 


ſhivered with cold; and what is perhaps no lefs 
painful to their feelings, the hard hearted paſ- 


ſenger does not enter into their miſerable ſitua- 


tion, or adminiſter any relief. A fingle far- 


thing, perhaps, is implored in vain. They re- 


turn to their ſtand from day to day, and can 
hardly obtain as much ſupply, as merely ſuf. 


tain life. In this wretched manner, they drag 


out a miſerable exiſtence, without enjoying 


any one of thoſe comforts that ſweeten life to 


other men. 
Can we realiſe thoſe * to view, and not 


our generous feelings awakened. Bleffed God! 
why haft thou permitted ſuch pitiable objects 
in thy world? Why, but to excite our grati- 
tude, our ſympathy, our charity. Forbid- it, 
that. we who profeſs to be the diſciples of thy 


_ fon ſhould be ſtrangers to thoſe filial diſpoſitions, 


and, like the prieſt and the Levite in the para- 
ble, pals by on the other ſide. Rather let us 
reſemble the good Samaritan, who, perceiving 
a poor Jew in diſtreſs, forgot the malice and 


rancour which ſubſiſted between the two coun- 


tries, —ſtopped on his journey, —diſmounted from 
the mule on which he rode, —kindly enquired in- 
to the cauſe of the Jew's misfortune, —ſoaked his 


wounds 
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wounds with oil and wine, —lifted him upon 


his own beaſt, —attended him on foot,—car- 
ried him to the firſt inn, and committed him 
to the care of the maſter of the houſe ; aſſuring 
him, that, whatever expence ſhould be incur- 
red, he would cheerfully defray it. Bleſſed 
Jeſus! ſuch is the ſpirit of thy religion, and 
ſuch the character of thy genuine diſciples ! 


May we ſhew, that both the ſpirit and charac- 


ter are ours ! 


II. I go forward, in the ſecond place, to ſug- 
geſt ſome means, by which to alleviate the mi- 
ſeries of the blind. Does not their uncomfor- 
table fituation claim the compaſſion of every 
feeling heart? Can any thing be done to alle- 
viate their misfortune, and who would not be 
happy to contribute to it? Muſt it not be the 
moſt exquiſite pleaſure which the mind can 
enjoy, to adminiſter to the relief and comfort of 

ſo unfortunate a claſs of the human race? 
What condeſcenſion and grace did- the Son 
of God diſplay to perſons in this melancholy 
ſituation. Though he was the Lord of the 
world, the Creator of angels and of 'men, he 
ſtooped to ſtand ftill, to wait upon a poor 
blind 'beggar, and to hear his requeſt. The 
AGEs who accompanied our Lord upon this 
122 occaſion 
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occaſion do not ſeem to have entered into the 
poor man's caſe, and they chid him for his im- 
portunity. Alas! thoſe who follow Jeſus do not 
always poſſeſs the tender, ſympathiſing, gene- 
rous heart of their Maſter. - He ſtopped; though 
eager upon his journey, and commanded the 
beggar to be brought to him. When he came 
near, he aſked him, What wilt thou that 1 
ſhould do for thee. I am Jeſus of Nazareth, 
« whom thou calledſt; What haſt thou to ſay 
e to me? Be not afraid to tell me all that is in 
thy heart, or to aſk too much of me.” Bar- 
timeus, ſtruck with the generoſity of Chriſt, in- 
ſtantly replied, Lord, if thou wilt give me what 
IJ aſk, let me receive my fight. I have labour- 
ed long under the misfortune of blindneſs, and 
have been a burden to myſelf and to mankind. 
Every application to phyſicians and to medicine 
hath proved unſucceſsful ; but, if thou wilt, 
Thou canſt make me whole, Others, in like 
circumſtances, have experienced thy benefi- 
cence: Let me allo taſte of thy goodneſs, and 
I will follow thee whitherſoever thou goeſt. 
The petition was no ſooner preſented - than it 
was granted. By a ſimple act of our Lord's 
will, the poor man's complaint was removed, and 
perfect fight was beſtowed. The viſible crea- 
tion burſt forth upon him, like the ſun from 
behind 


4 enn 
behind a cloud, and ſtruck him with admira- 
tion and wonder. What a grand conception 
does this give us of the power of Chriſt! With- 
out examining the parts; without touching the 
eye; without giving the leaſt pain to the pa- 
tient; the ſtone blind ſaw as perfectly, as any 
perſon whatever. O that the ſame almighty 
power may be diſplayed to ealighten every dark 

and benighted mind 
L have ſo good an opinion of the hearts of 
this audience, that I am fully perſuaded, if you 
had it in your power, you would. imitate the 


example of your, divine: Maſter, and would be- 


ſtow the bleſſing of fight upon every blind in- 
dividual. But, as this is far beyond your reach, 
permit me to ſuggeſt to you ſome means, by 
which you may alleviate their affliction, and 
make them uſeful to the world. To give them 
an alms or a temporary relief, is benevolent and 
humane; but, give me leave to ſay, it is an en- 
couragement to idleneſs, and, frequently, to in- 
temperance. What is unſpeakably better, is 
to put work into their hands, and to enable 
them to ſupport themſelves. It deſerves our 
re mark, that our bleſſed Lord did not give 
Bartimeus an alms in money, though he could 


have created what quantity he thought proper. 


The ſame divine power which enabled him to 
| C pay 
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. pay Czſar's tribute in a miraculous manner, 


could have given the beggar ſo liberal a ſupply 
as to have made him independent through life. 
But the bleſſed Jeſus was no leſs the friend of 
induſtry than of humanity ; and he choſe ra- 
ther to remove the cauſe of Bartimeus's neceſſity, 
and to enable him to maintain himſelf. Let us, 
my Chriſtian friends, follow fo great, ſo laudable, 
ſodivine a pattern. Though the blind are incapa- 
ble of learning ſome arts, there are a number of 
manufactures which they may be taught, and 
in which they have been known to make great 
proficiency. Three objects are to be aimed at 
in affording them relief: One is, to furniſh 
them with fome employment, which may pre- 
vent them from being a burden to the public. 
A ſecond is, that the occupation be of ſuch a 
nature as gently to engage the mind without 
fatiguing it; and, by diverting their attention, 
to make them leſs a burden to themſelves. 
And a third is, That they be taught the prin- 
ciples of the religion of Jeſus, which are ſo no- 


bly ſuited to afford conſolation under the hard- 


eſt lot, and to render them contented and hap- 
py. To anfwer thoſe benevolent purpoſes, it 
is propoſed to open a houſe in this city or ſub- 


urbs, for teaching the blind different manu- 


factures ; ſuch as ſpinning, making whips, wool- 
on 


| 
c 
\ 
[ 
ſ 
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en mops, baſkets of different kinds, rope- bears 
for cleaning the feet at our doors, and picking 
oakum far ſhip-builders. There are few arts 
which the blind, with attention and pains, can- 
not be taught. We have had ſpecimens of their 
turning, of the moſt elegant workmanſhip. It 
is ſurpriſing how dexterous they ſoon become, 
and what proficiency they make. Their at- 
tention being ſolely devoted to their buſineſs, 
they frequently come on faſter, than thoſe who 
ſee. The chearfulneſs, too, which is viſible in 
their countenances, and the quickneſs with 
which they perform their work, muſt give the 
moſt heartfelt pleaſure to every generous hu- | 
mane mind. 2 
Two inſtitutions of this nature, and, according li | 
to our information, only two, have been eſta- 
bliſhed in Europe; and have proved of the | 
greateſt utility. One was erected a few years 
ago in the city of Paris, under the patronage of 
the late unfortunate king, who took great plea- 
ſure in viſiting it, and in obſerving the improve- 
ment of his blind pupils. That amiable mo- 
narch had a heart to feel, and a hand ſtretched | 
out to relieve the diſtreſſes of his ſubjects. One | 
would have thought that the recollection of his WS | 
beneficent deeds would have ſoftened the moſt 
ſavage breaſt, and preſerved him from the bru- 
tal 
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1 
tal rage, of his cruel murderers. Who would 
not drop:a tear over the grave of one who ſuf- 
fered ſo unjuſtly, ſo barbarouſly, ſo nobly. 
Son of St Louis,” ſaid his ſorrowful confeſſor, 
when he took his laſt farewell, aſcend to hea- 
+ yen.” —The other inſtitution I alluded to, has 
been erected at Liverpool: ſomewhat above two 
years; where forty three blind people of both 
ſexes have been taught to gain an honeſt living, 
and to earn each from three to ſix ſhillings a 
week. Thus, a claſs of our fellow creatures, 
who were a burden to their friends or to the 
public, and who were unhappy becauſe they 
were unemployed, have been rendered uſeful 
members of ſociety, and have been made hap- 
py in themſelves, by being relieyed from ex- 
treme poverty, and, what is worſe than pover- 
ty, that wearineſs of life which muſt infeſt ya- 
cant minds, or thoſe who are employed in brood- 
ing over their own misfortunes. As ſome of 
the blind may be diſqualified by age from learn- 
ing any art, it is propoſed to afford them ſome 


. pecuniary aid; in the diſtribution of which par- 
_ ticular attention will be paid to the moral cha- 


racer of the individuals. 


Such, my honoured hearers, are the objects 
of that Society lately eſtabliſhed in this city, 
with 


WD 


1 
with which I have the pleaſure to be connected, 


and which has received particular encourage- 


ment from the public. Numbers of the high- 
eſt rank and character, and of a moſt reſpecta- 
ble name in every line of life, have been pleaſ- 
ed to approve the deſign, and have given it their 
aid. May 1 likewiſe flatter myſelf, that it will 
meet with the approbation of this audience! 
Still the fund is inadequate to the purp<lies of 
the Society ; as information has been received 
of no fewer than fifty ſeven indigent blind in 
this city and neighbourhood, who are proper 
objects of their attention and bounty. Suffer 


me to plead the cauſe of that unfortunate claſs 


of our fellow- creatures: I am confident that 
with this reſpeQable, humane audience, I ſhall 
not plead it in vain. © Blefſed is he that con- 
* ſidereth the poor : The Lord will deliver him 
* in the time of trouble. The Lord will pre- 
„ ſerve him and keep him alive; and he ſhall 
be bleſſed upon the earth; and thou wilt not 
* deliver him unto the will of his enemy. The 
Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the bed of lan- 


 * guiſhing. Thou wilt make all his bed in his 


„ ſickneſs.” When I was an hungred, ye gave 
* me meat,“ ſaid the merciful compaſſionate 
Redeemer; * when I was thirſty, ye gave me 
drink; when I was a ſtranger, ye took me in; 

* naked 
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% naked, and ye clothed me: I was ſick, and 
ye viſited me; I was in prifon, and ye came 
« unto me.” Though we never can have an 
opportunity of performing any of thoſe kind of- 
fices to our bleſſed Maſter, he was pleaſed to 
add: Verily, I ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the leaft of theſe my 
© brethren, ye have done it unto me.” After 
ſo great an authority, and ſo gracious a decla- 
ration, I ſhould pay a forry compliment, either 
to the underſtandings or to the hearts of my 
hearers, were I to add one word more.—May 
that merciful generous Redeemer, who gave 
ſight to the blind, and to whom all of us muſt 
be indebted for eternal life, recompenſe ten 
thouſand fold the ſmalleſt mite to his von 
creatures. Amen. 


PROGRESS 


r 


ro JULY 12. 1793. 


Som Gentlemen in Edinburgh having heard of an in- 
ſtitution at Liverpool, for relief of the Indigent Blind, 
entered into the ſituation of that unfortunate claſs of peo- 
ple, and thought of eſtabliſking ſomething of the ſame 
kind in this city. For this purpoſe, they publiſhed a plan 
of their deſgn, which they communicated to the public, 
who ſeemed to give it their warmeſt approbation. En- 
couraged by ſo favourable a reception, a ſubſcription 
was opened, which in a few months amounted to L. 500. 
In December laſt, a general meeting of the contributors 
was held, in Merchant's Hall, when they formed them- 


ſelves into a ſociety, by the name of The Society for the 


Relief of the Indigent Blind. The Duke of Buccleugh 
was choſen Preſident; Sir William Forbes and Co. Trea- 
ſurers ; and the Rev. Dr Johnſton, Secretary and interim 
Clerk. Notice was appointed to begiven in thenewſpapers, 
and by hand bills through the city, of the deſign of the 

ſocicty, 
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ſociety; with a view to obtain information of thenumber 
of the blind, who may be objects of the charity. Ac» 
cordingly, accounts have been received of no fewer than 
57 indigent blind, in this city and nighbourhood. The 
Meeting in December were of opinion, that the fund 
ſubſcribed was too ſmall for carrying their deſign into ex- 
ccution; and appointed a committee to endeayour to 
procure farther ſubſcriptions, and to get all the informa- 
tion in their power, with reſpect to inſtitutions of a ſimi- 
lar nature. . | 

At a meeting of theCommittee on the 19th of March, 
the ſecretary laid before them-a-number of letters which 
he had received upon the ſubject, and particularly from 
Liverpool, which contained much uſeful informati 
But, as ſeeing with one's own eyes is ſtill better thiu 
any knowledge by correſpondence, the ſecretary ptopoſ-: 
ed to take a journey to Liverpool, that he might obſerve 


how matters were conducted there of which the Com- 
mittee highly approved. That journey he accompliſhed 


in the month of June; and, upon his return, reported 
ro a General Meeting, on the 5th of July, the obſerva - 
tions he had made, with a particular ſtate of the inſtitu- 
tion at Liverpool. The meeting, anxious to begin their 
operations, appointed a ſmall committee to draw up a 
ſet of regulations for the government of the Society. 
Theſe regulations ate now under conſideration; and wen 
be publiſhed as ſoon as they are digeſted, 
_ Suffice it to add, that the great object of the inſtitution 


is not only to aſſiſt indigence, but to promote induſtry; 


und to render thoſe blind poor uſeful members of. ſocie 


ty, who were formerly burdens to themſelves and to 
| the 
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6 
the public. By enabling them to earn their own bread, 
they are not only relieved from that languor and weari- 


neſs of life with which their minds muſt be infeſted, but 
are rendered cheerſul and happy. With ſuch humane 


benevolent objects in view, it is to be hoped that a gene- 


rous public will enter heartily into the deſign, and con- 
tribute to promote it. The ſum now ſubſcribed a- 
mounts to L. 1130, as will appear by the annexed liſt. 


6 
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MEMORANDUMS 


Taken by the Rev. Dr JoxnsTon, the ſecre- 
tary, concerning the Blind in Liverpool. 


'T ary are contained in two houſes, one. for the 
men, and the other for the women, of L. 15 rent each. 

There were 9 men in the one, and 11 women in the 
other. The men were employed in making rope-bears for 
cleaning the feet, both of black and white materials. The 
black bears are from 2 to 3 feet long, and 26 inches 
broad; are ſold at 21 per lib. the white at 61. Two 
men make a large bear in two days; a ſmall one in one 
day. They acquire the art in fix months at the utmoſt. 

They were alſo employed in making hampers and baſ- 
kets. A baſket 24 feet long, 17 inches broad, and 1 
foot deep, is made in a day; of 3s value. They acquire 
the art in 6 months. Wicker wood, for making the 
baſkets, coſts 7da yard i in one bundle. Hazle ſticks, 7d 
the bundle, 


White 
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White twigs coſt 24 the lib. They can make a baſ- 
ket of 8d value in a _ The baſkets are of different 
ſixes. 
Hampers are ſold from 4d to 28 a piece z and the 
largeſt is made by one perſon in a day. 

The men likewiſe weave lobby-cloths, both of tarred 
and untarred yarn. The tarred are 21 inches broad, 
and ſold at id the inch; the untarred of dyed yarn, are 
ſold at 2s 6d the yard. 

A loom for weaving the lobby-cloths coſts 21 

They alſo make robin legs for —_ which are made 
of points. 

They likewiſe make whips of all kinds; which art they 
can acquire in three months. They can make a middle 
ſized one in two hours. 

The women are chiefly engaged in P yarn of 
different ſorts; and one old woman reels it. A wheel coſts 
10s 6d. They likewiſe make mops of wool, which they 
firſt card and ſpin : and can acquire the art in two weeks. 
One young woman and a boy of ten years old play on 
the harpſichord, and in 18 months have made great pro- 
ficiency» Both men and women pick oakum. The junk 
coſts 7s 6d the cwt. and is fold at 14s the cwt. The 
| beſt of the junk is made into rope bears, and the worſt 
into oakum. 

All of the blind ſeemed to be chearful and happy. 

The men were allowed at firſt 30 a week, and the wo- 
men 28; which afterwards were raiſed to 4s and 6s, 

The teacher of baſket-making is allowed 15s weekly; 
—of the whips, 11 1s, do.— the ſpinners, 53 z—the weav* 
ers, 158; muſic maſter, 6d a leſſon. 
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